CHAPTER 19
TABLE EQUIPMENT

Chinaware, glassware, silver, miscellaneous wares, decorative
accessories, and table covers are considered in this chapter. Those
principles, elements, and objectives that apply particularly to table
appointments form a basis for the study of their selection and
arrangement.

Expressiveness. Interesting problems arise in connection with
the mood or theme that can be expressed in table appointments. A
formal home in which some meals are served with dignity and
formality is- usually well equipped with conventional table service,
including precious porcelain and beautiful crystal. For the un-
pretentious home, and for porch use generally, a variety of suitable
and interesting things is available, such as colorful pottery, heavy
glass, wood, plastics, bone-handled flatware, and fiber, string, or
reed mats.

Arranging a tea table for a club, dormitory, department, or
home provides an opportunity for expressing the theme or the
idea of the particular occasion that is being celebrated. The pres-
ent trend is away from trite arrangements; original ideas and even
whimsical themes are used provided they have beauty. A tea
table can be properly expressive of a definite theme only if the
essential equipment is available to produce unity. For general use
a complete silver service including flatware, hollow ware, candle-
sticks, and vases is needed. For spring and summer themes, cups,
plates, and candlesticks of glass should accompany the glass punch
bowl. For fall themes when yellow, orange, and brown flowers,
berries, and leaves are available to decorate for harvest time, home
coming, football teas, or Thanksgiving, harmonious color schemes
would result from combining brass-colored flatware and hollow-
ware with a brass samovar. A set of wooden articles is useful in
expressing informal ideas. Appropriate dishes and napkins can
be found for each type of equipment.